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New Chairman of RoMF

Darshan Gandhi,
Chairman, RoMF

In the managing committee meeting on
7th April 2010, Mr. Darshan Gandhi,
son of late Shri
unanimously elected as the new chairman
of Remaking of Mumbai Federation. Aged
37, Darshan Gandhi is a civil engineer
from IIT, Mumbai and has over 15 years of
work experience in the building and
constructionindustry.

Lalit Gandhi was

theday.

He is determined to fulfill his father's
dream of remaking Mumbai.

After his election Darshan told the
committee, “Our federation is made up of
over 15,000 local supporters and over 50
NGOs and Associations and is growing by

This is our biggest asset with which we

shall not only fulfill our past and present
commitments but also move from strength
to strength in the future. With the real
estate markets gradually improving and a
keen interest shown by global
construction players in our project, we

hope to further formalize our deals soon

and kickstart our dream of remaking C
ward and Mumbai.”

A doable world class muste lun if cluster
development approach is adopted.
(pic for representational purpose only)
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Remakmg of Mumbai has initiated
and propagated the idea of
cluster development in Mumbai as our
city cannot be remade building by
building and in order to see holistic
development in our lifetime, clusters
have to be targeted to bring about
trans-formationin Mumbai.

To illustrate the cluster [DCR 33 (9)] vs
individual [DCR 33 (7)] development
approach, let's take a small piece of
land in C ward bounded by Dadi Seth
Agyari lane in the north, JSS Road in
the west, Dr Vegas Street in the south
and Cavel Streetin the east.

This piece of land is approximately 5.1
acres and houses 73 buildings. It has
1610 tenements out of which 857 are
residential and 753 commercial. No
developer will take interest in many of
these 73 buildings will lose
considerable amount of land in road
widening or because the plot is
reserved as green space in the 1991
Development Control Regulations.
Out of the 73 buildings, 32 buildings
will lose space in road widening, 16
buildings are on reserved land and 7
buildings come in both these
categories. Thus 39 buildings on this
piece of land are of no use to the
developer. More so, 37 plots are less
than 200 sq. mts which leaves the
developer with little incentive for his
project to become economically
feasible.
people will continue to live under the
shadow of death if redevelopment is
expected to be done building by
building on this plot!

Even if some builders approach the
tenants of two-three buildings
together so thathe gets 60-70% builtup
area as FSI incentive, there will be no
space for any amenities like parking,
playgrounds and the infrastructure
upgradation like augmentation of
drainage lines, drinking water pipes,
electricallines will not take place. Thus
tenants will continue to live a life of
deprivation as the only benefit they
will receive is a slightly bigger house
with attached sanitation facilities.

Thus approximately 5000

Also, the
n e w
residents of
the free sale
buildings will
only add to the
density of the area
and make it more congested and
polluted.

Remaking of Mumbai Federation
believes that a better approach to the
redevelopment of the old and
dilapidated areas is Cluster based
redevelopment whereby a number of
buildings based on a minimum plot
area are taken together for
redevelopment. Such an approach can
provide for the upgradation of a lot of
common infrastructure like widening
of roads, footpaths, gardens,
providing parking spaces etc. thus not
only providing safe housing but also
enhancing the quality of life of the
residents in theneighbourhood.

If all the 73 buildings are taken
together for redevelopment, a few tall
buildings can be built and ample space
can be freed on the ground for
playground, parking, hawking space
and a school. All tenants will get rehab

Cluster v/s Individual Redevelopment
e
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houses as specified in government

rules and few free sale buildings can
come up to subsidize the cost of free
housing. More so, with the help of
global planners and architects, latest
technology available to create eco
friendly, sustainable architecture will
be used. The 5 old wells can be made
functional again and underground
pipes can be widened to suffice the
water and energy needs of the
residents. Shopkeepers will be
rehabilitated on the same plot of land
and will be provided with better
loading/unloading facilities and
working environment. This will not
only bring about a transformation at a
faster pace but also be a role model of
redevelopment for other parts of the
city and the country.

If the tenants, landlords and the
developers can come together, such
massive development is possible
within aspan of five-seven years.
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