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_A mission to save lives and create a World Class Mumbai | Rs. 5| _

India's largest urban planning conference held in Mumbai
CTBUH and RoMF's efforts to debate town planning a huge success

More than 1150 delegates from 16 countries,
72 global speakers and eminent
government officials came under one roof to
discuss the way forward to remake our cities in the
CTBUH 2010 World Conference India held from
the 3“-5" Feb 2010 at the Renaissance Hotel and
Convention Centre, Mumbai. The conference
jointly organized by Remaking of Mumbai
Federation and Council on Tall Buildings and
Urban Habitat (CTBUH, USA) was a grand success
as for the first time architects, engineers, planners,
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developers spoke the same language of building
'sustainable’ cities for the future.

In the three day, completely packed conference,
issues concerning remaking of already built cities
and creation of new eco-friendly cities was
extensively discussed. Day two of the conference
was devoted to remaking of Mumbai and
strategies to rectify the damage already done to
Mumbai were debated. Mumbai's decision makers
like Mr. Ratnakar Gaikwad, Commissioner
MMRDA, Mr Swadhin Kshatriya, Commissioner
MCGM, Gautam Chateerjee, CEO and VP,
MHADA presented in front of the global audience
their plans to rebuild our city. Their presentations
clearly showed that we don't
lack ambition but there still
needs to be a clarity in our
planning and co-ordination
between different government
agencies. Remaking of
Mumbai Federation (RoMF)
presented their idea of cluster
development for the inner
cities and said that by
grouping areas of 30-70 acres
together we can holistically
redevelop the place and even
keep the local character intact.
Antony Wood, executive
director of CTBUH presented
his plan of redeveloping C
Ward (Kalbadevi area)
prepared by his students at
the Illinois Institute of
Technology, Chicago. The
plan spoke of building interconnecting
skyscrapers to encourage social interaction and
skillfully accommodating various infrastructure
needs like schools, and
residential use in one skyscraper. Also, the

Green building
design by
Architect Ken Yeang

commercial use,

redevelopment project of Bhendi Bazaar area by
Saifee Bhurani Upliftment Trust was hugely
appreciated and it showed that community
engagement in redevelopment is crucial in
transforming built cities.

C Ward redevelopment proposal by IIT Chicago

International city plans were an eye opener to
many Indian architects and planners and it made
them realize that environment should be given top
priority while designing cities. All future global
cities focused on green buildings, pedestrian
paths, cycling paths, solid waste management,
solar and wind energy, innovative multi use
buildings and dense Central Business Districts.

Rooftop as public space by architect Jason Pomeory

anners o asdar T abi), Dongton
(China), Songdu (Korea) shared their vision and
provided some food for thought for our designers
and government officials.

There were several technical presentations
relating to building facades, elevators for tall
buildings and advances in structural engineering.
Great interest was shown by all in these
presentations as well as in the exhibitions set up by
related industries during the conference.

In this conference, a unanimous decision was
taken to 'Remake Sustainable Cities in the
Vertical Age' and all gaps between developers,
architects, planners, engineers were bridged.
Infrastructure planning now need not be only on
the ground level but in fact should be taken to the
sky, amenities need to be provided to all, whether
it's on surface area or upper levels. Global
architects made our architects realize the
significance of environment and eco friendly
technology and developers were made to
understand that open spaces, parks and gardens
only increase their profit potential. There was a
clear consensus to stop vertical growth without

Inauguration of the conference (I-r): Mayank Gandhi, Prince
Fakruddin, Lalit Gandhi, Antony Wood, Sudhir Jambekar

enhancement of infrastructure. Innovative
buildings ideas that are contextual were discussed
and our architects became conscious of not just
blindly aping the West. Everybody at the
conference, be it developers, architects, planners,
engineers, academicians or government officials
spoke the same language of building sustainable
cities and we now need to ensure that we take this
uniform voice forward, bring about necessary
policy changes and technology upgradation and
turn our cities into world class habitats. With
government officials present from Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir
and other states on all three days, this clear
message was well received by all.

Alain Robert, international spiderman, known for
illegally climbing skyscrapers across the globe
also made his presence felt at the conference and
was infact the star attraction! He has climbed the
Petronas Tower, Malaysia, the Sears Tower,
Chicago, the Taipei 101, Taiwan and has promised
to do a similar act in Mumbai once we scale new
heights.

For more information on the conference contact
remakingofmumbai@gmail.com or log onto
www.ctbuh2010-india.com
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Become a supportive member of RoMF
by paying a negligible fee of Rs. 10/-.

RoMF is looking for employees
For more details contact:

Remaking of Mumbai Federation

161, Chhapawala Building, 1st floor,

Dadi Seth, Agyari lane, Chira Bazaar,
Mumbai 400002. Tel: 40497999
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